MEETING OF THE DISTRICTS
Tuesday, October 17, 2023

9:30 AM
600 S. Commerce Ave. Sebring, FL 33870
AGENDA
DISTRICTS LIST
AVON PARK ESTATES S. B D. ORANGE VILLA MOBILE HOME ESTATES S. B. D.
DESOTO CITYS.B.F.D. PLACID LAKES S.B.D.
HIGHLANDS PARK ESTATES S. B. D. PLACID LAKES S.B.F.D.
HIGHLANDS PARK S.B. F. D. RED HILL FARMS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
HIGHWAY PARK S. B. D. SEBRING ACRES S.B. D.
LAKE HAVEN ESTATES S. B. D. SEBRING COUNTRY ESTATES S. B. D.
LAKE PLACID S.B.F.D. SEBRING HILLS S. B. D.
LEISURE LAKES S.B.F.D. THUNDERBIRD ROAD WASTEWATER S. B. D.
LORIDA S.B.F.D. VENUS SPECIAL B. F. D.

ORANGE BLOSSOM ESTATES S.B. D. WEST SEBRING S. B. F. D.
ORANGE BLOSSOM UNIT 12 S. B. D.

ISTOKPOGA MARSH WATERSHED IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

SUN ‘N LAKE ESTATES AND ACREAGE OF LAKE PLACID—S.B.D.

SUN ‘N LAKES OF LAKE PLACID RECREATION DISTRICT

HIGHLANDS LAKES SPECIAL TAX DISTRICT

COUNTYWIDE FIRE DISTRICT

OAK MANOR AVENUE ROAD PAVING MUNICIPAL SERVICE BENEFIT DISTRICT

1 MEETING CALLED TO ORDER
2 PRESENTATIONS:
3 PUBLIC COMMENT

4 CONSENT AGENDA

4.A Request approval of the Lawn Care Agreement between Highlands County and
Sonny's Lawn and Tree Service, LLC for Placid Lakes Special Benefit District.
Rosa Morales, Budget Analyst Il / NAV
The fiscal impact for FY 23-24 is a total of $33,220.00 for 12 month which is funded out of
Fund 107 (Placid Lakes SBD).
23-035 Agreement Sonny's Lawn Care.pdf

4.B Request approval of the minutes from the July 18, 2023 Meeting of the Special
Districts.
071823SPC.pdf

5 PUBLIC HEARING


https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2221097/23-035_Agreement_Sonny_s_Lawn_Care.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2210926/071823SPC.pdf

6 ACTION AGENDA

7 ADJOURN

Any person who decides to appeal any decision made by the Board of Supervisors of any of the
Special Districts of Highlands County, Florida, in a public hearing or quasi-judicial proceeding is
hereby advised that he or she will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose,
he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record
will include the testimony and evidence upon which such appeal is to be based.

The Board of Supervisors of the Special Districts in Highlands County, Florida, does not
discriminate upon the basis of any individual's disability status. This non-discrimination policy
involves every aspect of the Board's functions, including one's access to, participation,
employment or treatment in its programs or activities. Anyone requiring reasonable
accommodation as provided for in the Americans With Disabilities Act or Section 286.26, Florida
Statutes should contact the Highland County Human Resources Department, ADA Coordinator at:
863-402-6509 (voice), or via Florida Rely Service 711, or by e-mail: hrmanager@highlandsfl.gov.
Requests for CART or interpreter services should be made as soon as possible but no later than
48 hours in advance of a public meeting to permit coordination of the service.

Please note our new website address: www.highlandsfl.gov

Any invocation that may be offered before the official start of the meeting of the Board of
Supervisors of the Special Districts of Highlands County shall be the voluntary offering of a private
citizen. The views or beliefs expressed by the invocation speaker have not been previously
reviewed or approved by Highlands County, nor is Highlands County allowed by law to endorse
the religious beliefs or views of any speaker.



HIGHLANDS COUNTY
COUNTY COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM

DATE OF ACTION REQUEST: October 17, 2023
PRESENTER: Rosa Morales, Budget Analyst I1 / NAV

SUBJECT/TITLE: Request approval of the Lawn Care Agreement between Highlands County and
Sonny's Lawn and Tree Service, LLC for Placid Lakes Special Benefit District.

STATEMENT OF ISSUE

Attached is the Law Care Agreement between Highlands County and Sonny's Lawn and Tree Service, LLC for Placid
Lakes Special Benefit District. The term of this Agreement shall be for an initial period of three years and may be
renewed for one additional term for three years. Lawn care services will be provided for Placid Lakes Special Benefit
District.

RECOMMENDED ACTION

Move to approve the Lawn Care Agreement between Highlands County and Sonny's Lawn and Tree
Service, LLC for Placid Lakes Special Benefit District.

FISCAL IMPACT

The fiscal impact for FY 23-24 is a total of $33,220.00 for 12 month which is funded out of Fund 107 (Placid Lakes
SBD).

Attachments: 23-035 Agreement Sonny's Lawn Care.pdf


https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2221097/23-035_Agreement_Sonny_s_Lawn_Care.pdf

AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT is made by and between HIGHLANDS COUNTY, a political
subdivision of the State of Florida, 600 South Commerce Avenue, Sebring, Florida 33870,
hereinafter referred to as the “COUNTY”, and Sonny’s Lawn and Tree Service, LLC., 5322
Lakewood Rd., Sebring, Florida, 33875, hereinafter referred to as the “CONTRACTOR”.

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the COUNTY has competitively solicited for Lawn Care Services, pursuant
to the COUNTY’s Purchasing Policy and ITB-23-035; and,

WHEREAS, the CONTRACTOR submitted the lowest responsive bid most
advantageous to the COUNTY related to the services set forth in ITB-23-035; and,

WHEREAS, the parties hereto have agreed to the terms and conditions cited herein
based on said solicitation and responsive bid,

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants contained herein, as well
as other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby
acknowledged, the parties hereto agree as follows:

SECTION 1. RECITALS.
The above Recitals are true and correct and are incorporated herein by this reference.

SECTION 2. TERM.

The term of this Agreement shall be for an initial period of one (1) year beginning on the
date of execution by the COUNTY and may be extended when in the best interest of the
COUNTY for three (3) additional periods of one (1) year each.

SECTION 3. SCOPE OF SERVICES.

The CONTRACTOR shall be responsible for performing the services described in
Exhibit “A” attached hereto. To the extent of any conflict between Exhibit “A” and the terms
and conditions of this Agreement, the terms and conditions of this Agreement shall prevail.

SECTION 4. WARRANTY.

The CONTRACTOR agrees to provide a full warranty to the COUNTY for all services
which it provides hereunder.. In the event that the CONTRACTOR is called to perform
warranty work, the CONTRACTOR will be responsible for all costs incurred in repairing the
warrantied services.

SECTION 5. OBLIGATIONS OF THE CONTRACTOR.
Obligations of the CONTRACTOR shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

A. It is understood that the CONTRACTOR shall provide and pay for all labor, tools,
materials, permits, equipment, transportation, supervision, and any and all other



SECTION 6.

A.

SECTION 7.

A.

items or services, of any type whatsoever, which may be necessary to fully
complete and deliver the goods and/or services requested by the COUNTY, and
shall not have the authority to create or cause to be filed any liens for labor and/or
materials on or against the COUNTY or any property owned by the COUNTY.
Such lien, attachment, or encumbrance, until it is removed, shall preclude any and
all claims or demands for any payment expected by virtue of this Agreement.

The CONTRACTOR will ensure that all of its employees, agents, sub-
contractors, representatives, volunteers, and the like, fully comply with all of the
terms and conditions set herein when providing services for the COUNTY in
accordance herewith.

The CONTRACTOR will maintain an adequate and competent staff and remain
authorized to do business within the State of Florida. The CONTRACTOR may
subcontract the services requested by the COUNTY; however, the
CONTRACTOR is fully responsible for the satisfactory completion of all
subcontracted work.

STANDARD OF CARE.

The CONTRACTOR has represented to the COUNTY that it possesses a level of
knowledge, experience, and expertise that is commensurate with firms in the areas
of practice required for the services to be provided. By executing this Agreement,
the CONTRACTOR agrees that the CONTRACTOR will exercise that degree of
care, knowledge, skill, and ability as any other similarly situated contractor
possessing the degree of skill, knowledge, experience, and expertise, working on
similar activities. The CONTRACTOR shall perform the services requested in an
efficient manner consistent with the COUNTY’s stated objectives and standards.

The CONTRACTOR covenants and agrees that it and its employees, agents, sub-
contractors, representatives, volunteers, and the like, shall be bound by the same

standards of conduct as stated above.

COMPENSATION.

Compensation for services completed by the CONTRACTOR will be in
accordance with Florida Statutes, section 218.70, Florida’s Prompt Payment Act.
The amount to be paid under this Agreement for services rendered shall be in
accordance with the pricing schedule set forth in Exhibit “B” which is attached
hereto. To the extent of any conflict between Exhibit “B” and the terms and
conditions of this Agreement, the terms and conditions of this Agreement shall
prevail.

Services to be performed in accordance with this Agreement are subject to the

annual appropriation of funds by the COUNTY. In its sole discretion, the
COUNTY reserves the right to forego use of the CONTRACTOR for any work
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SECTION 8.

which may fall within the Scope of Services listed herein. In the event the
COUNTY is not satisfied with the services provided by the CONTRACTOR, the
COUNTY will hold any amounts due until such time as the CONTRACTOR has
appropriately addressed the problem, so long as the COUNTY has provided
notice of defect to the CONTRACTOR.

TERMINATION.

Either party may terminate this Agreement, with or without cause, given thirty (30) days
written notice to the other party.

SECTION 9.

A.

SECTION 10.

A.

PAYMENT WHEN SERVICES ARE TERMINATED.

In the event of termination of this Agreement by the COUNTY, and not due to the
fault of the CONTRACTOR, the COUNTY shall compensate the
CONTRACTOR for all services performed prior to the effective date of
termination.

In the event of termination of this Agreement due to the fault of the
CONTRACTOR, or at the written request of the CONTRACTOR, the COUNTY
shall compensate the CONTRACTOR for all services completed, prior to the
effective date of termination, which have resulted in a usable product, or
otherwise tangible benefit to the COUNTY. All such payments shall be subject to
an off-set for any damages incurred by the COUNTY resulting from any delay
occasioned by early termination. This provision shall in no way be construed as
the sole remedy available to the COUNTY in the event of breach by the
CONTRACTOR.

INSURANCE.

The CONTRACTOR shall maintain the following types of insurance, with the
respective limits, and shall provide proof of same to the COUNTY, in the form of
a Certificate of Insurance prior to the start of any work hereunder:

1. AUTOMOBILE:
a. Combined Single Limit: $300,000 per accident,

OR

b. Bodily Injury: $300,000 per person,
AND
Property Damage: $100,000 per accident;

2. GENERAL LIABILITY: One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00) each
occurrence;
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3. GENERAL AGGREGATE: Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000.00);
4. EXCESS COVERAGE: One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00); and,

5. WORKERS’ COMPENSATION: Employers’ liability insurance which
covers the statutory obligation for all persons engaged in the performance
of the work required hereunder with limits not less than One Million
Dollars ($1,000,000.00) per occurrence. Evidence of qualified self-
insurance status will suffice for this subsection.

For every insurance policy required hereunder, the CONTRACTOR shall provide
the COUNTY with a Certificate of Insurance evidencing such coverage for the
duration of this Agreement. Said Certificate of Insurance shall be dated and
show:

The name of the insured CONTRACTOR,

The specified job by name and job number,

List “HIGHLANDS COUNTY” as an Additional Insurer,

Recognizes the Indemnification requirements of this Agreement.

The name of the insurer,

The number of the policy,

The effective date,

The termination date,

A statement that the insurer will mail notice to the COUNTY at least thirty
(30) days prior to any material changes in the provisions or cancellation of
the policy.

A e A A e

The CONTRACTOR shall name “Highlands County” as an additional insured, to
the extent of the service to be provided under the agreement, on all insurance

policies required hereunder with the exception of Workers’ Compensation, and
provide the COUNTY with proof of same.

Receipt of certificates or other documentation of insurance or policies or copies of
policies by the COUNTY, or by any of its representatives, which indicates less
coverage than is required, does not constitute a waiver of the CONTRACTOR’s
obligation to fulfill the insurance requirements specified herein.

The CONTRACTOR shall ensure that any sub-contractor(s), hired to perform any
of the duties contained in the Scope of Services of this Agreement, maintain the
same insurance requirements set forth herein. In addition, the CONTRACTOR

shall maintain proof of same on file and made readily available upon request by
the COUNTY.

The CONTRACTOR hereby waives for itself and for its insurers and
underwriters, all rights which each of them may hold to recover in subrogation,
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indemnity, contribution or by direct cause of action for any damages, losses and
costs of defense for risks against which insurance is provided, whether or not the
same is required to be provided. The CONTRACTOR shall obtain consents,
endorsements or such other action by insurers and underwriters as may be
necessary to establish that the waiver of subrogation, indemnity, contribution and
direct cause of action shall not abrogate, limit or otherwise affect any insurance
provided by the CONTRACTOR and shall deliver evidence of the same to the to
the COUNTY upon reasonable request.

G. The COUNTY shall be exempt from, and in no way liable for, any sums of
money which may represent a deductible in any insurance policy. The payment
of such deductible shall be the sole responsibility of the CONTRACTOR and/or
subcontractor providing such insurance.

H. All insurance carriers shall have an AM Best Resting of at least A- and a size of
VII or larger. The General Liability and Workers’ Compensation policies shall
have a waiver of subrogation in favor of Highlands County. The liability policies
shall be Primary/Non-Contributory.

SECTION 11. COUNTY OBLIGATIONS.

At the CONTRACTOR’s request, the COUNTY agrees to provide, at no cost, all
pertinent information known to be available to the COUNTY to assist the CONTRACTOR in
providing and performing the required services.

SECTION 12. ENTIRE AGREEMENT.

This Agreement, including referenced exhibits and attachments hereto, constitutes the
entire agreement between the parties and shall supersede, replace and nullify any and all prior
agreements or understandings, written or oral, relating to the matters set forth herein, and any
such prior agreements or understandings shall have no force or affect whatsoever on this
Agreement.

SECTION 13. APPLICABLE LAW, VENUE, JURY TRIAL.

The laws of the State of Florida shall govern all aspects of this Agreement. In the event it
is necessary for either party to initiate legal action regarding this Agreement, venue shall lie in
Highlands County, Florida. The parties hereby waive their right to trial by jury in any action,
proceeding or claim, arising out of this Agreement, which may be brought by either of the parties
hereto.

SECTION 14. PUBLIC RECORDS.

A. Pursuant to Florida Statutes, Section 119.0701:

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS REGARDING THE
APPLICATION OF FLORIDA STATUTES, CHAPTER 119, TO
YOUR DUTY TO PROVIDE PUBLIC RECORDS RELATING
TO THIS CONTRACT, CONTACT THE COUNTY’S
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CUSTODIAN OF PUBLIC RECORDS:

GLORIA RYBINSKI
COUNTY PUBLIC RECORDS
CUSTODIANG600 SOUTH COMMERCE
AVENUE
SEBRING, FLORIDA 33870

TELEPHONE NUMBER: (863) 702-6836
HCBCCRECORDS@HIGHLANDSFL.COM

B. CONTRACTOR agrees to comply with public records laws, specifically to:

1.

2.

SECTION 15.

Keep and maintain public records required by the COUNTY to perform
the services set forth herein.

Upon request from the COUNTY’s custodian of public records, provide
the COUNTY with a copy of the requested records or allow the records to
be inspected or copied within a reasonable time at a cost that does not
exceed the cost provided in Florida Statutes, Chapter 119, or as otherwise
provided by law.

Ensure that public records which are exempt or confidential and exempt
from public records disclosure requirements are not disclosed, except as
authorized by law, for the duration of the contract term and following
completion of the contract if the CONTRACTOR does not transfer the
records to the COUNTY.

Upon completion of the contract, transfer, at no cost, to the COUNTY all
public records in possession of the CONTRACTOR or keep and maintain
public records required by the COUNTY to perform the services set forth
herein. If the CONTRACTOR transfers all public records to the COUNTY
upon completion of the contract, the CONTRACTOR shall destroy any
duplicate public records that are exempt or confidential and exempt from
public records disclosure requirements. If the CONTRACTOR keeps and
maintains public records upon completion of the contract, the
CONTRACTOR shall meet all applicable requirements for retaining
public records. All records stored electronically must be provided to the
COUNTY, upon request from the COUNTY’s custodian of public records,
in a format that is compatible with the information technology systems of
the COUNTY.

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR.

This Agreement does not create an employee/employer relationship between the parties.

It is the parties’ intention that the CONTRACTOR, its employees, sub-contractors,
representatives, volunteers, and the like, will be an independent contractor and not an employee
of the COUNTY for all purposes, including, but not limited to, the application of the following,
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as amended: the Fair Labor Standards Act minimum wage and overtime payments, the Federal
Insurance Contribution Act, the Social Security Act, the Federal Unemployment Tax Act, the
provisions of the Internal Revenue Code, the State of Florida revenue and taxation laws, the
State of Florida workers’ compensation laws, the State of Florida unemployment insurance laws,
and the Florida Retirement System benefits. The CONTRACTOR will retain sole and absolute
discretion in the judgment of the manner and means of carrying out the CONTRACTOR’s
activities and responsibilities hereunder.

SECTION 16. APPLICABLE LICENSING.

The CONTRACTOR, at its sole expense, shall obtain all required federal, state, and local
licenses, occupational and otherwise, required to successfully provide the services set forth
herein.

SECTION 17. COMPLIANCE WITH ALL LAWS.

The CONTRACTOR, at its sole expense, shall comply with all laws, ordinances, judicial
decisions, orders, and regulations of federal, state, county, and municipal governments, as well
as their respective departments, commissions, boards, and officers, which are in effect at the time
of execution of this Agreement or are adopted at any time following the execution of this
Agreement.

SECTION 18. INDEMNIFICATION.

The CONTRACTOR agrees to be liable for any and all damages, losses, and expenses
incurred, by the COUNTY, in any way related to the services provided herein and this
Agreement, caused by the acts and/or omissions of the CONTRACTOR, or any of its employees,
agents, sub-contractors, representatives, volunteers or the like. The CONTRACTOR agrees to
indemnify, defend and hold the COUNTY harmless for any and all such claims, suits, judgments
or damages, losses and expenses, including but not limited to, court costs, expert witnesses,
consultation services and attorney’s fees, arising from any and all acts and/or omissions of the
CONTRACTOR, or any of its employees, agents, sub-contractors, representatives, volunteers, or
the like through and including any appeals in any way related to the services provided herein and
this Agreement. Said indemnification, defense, and hold harmless actions shall not be limited by
any required insurance coverage amounts set forth herein and shall survive termination or natural
termination of this Agreement. The CONTRACTOR waives any and all right or opportunity to
contest the enforceability of this Section and agrees that in the event this Section, or any part
thereof, is found unenforceable by the final unappealable judgment of a court of competent
jurisdiction, this Section shall be construed so as to be enforceable to the maximum extent
permitted by applicable law.

SECTION 19. BANKRUPTCY OR INSOLVENCY.

If the CONTRACTOR shall file a Petition in Bankruptcy, or if the same shall be
adjudged bankrupt or insolvent by any Court, or if a receiver of the property of the
CONTRACTOR shall be appointed in any proceeding brought by or against the
CONTRACTOR, or if the CONTRACTOR shall make an assignment for the benefit of creditors,
or proceedings shall be commenced on or against the CONTRACTOR’s operations of the
premises, the COUNTY may terminate this Agreement immediately notwithstanding any notice
requirements set forth herein.
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SECTION 20. BINDING EFFECT.
This Agreement shall be binding upon and enure to the benefit of the parties hereto, their
heirs, personal representatives, successors, and/or assigns.

SECTION 21. ASSIGNMENT.
This Agreement shall only be assignable by the CONTRACTOR upon the express
written consent of the COUNTY.

SECTION 22. SEVERABILITY.

All clauses found herein shall act independently of each other. If a clause is found to be
illegal or unenforceable, it shall have no effect on any other provision of this Agreement. It is
understood by the parties hereto that if any part, term, or provision of this Agreement is by the
courts held to be illegal or in conflict with any law of the State of Florida or the United States,
the validity of the remaining portions or provisions shall not be affected, and the rights and
obligations of the parties shall be construed and enforced as if the Agreement did not contain the
particular part, term, or provision held to be invalid. If necessary, to preserve the intent of the
parties, the parties shall negotiate in good faith to amend this Agreement, adopting a substitute
provision for the one deemed invalid or unenforceable that is legally binding and enforceable.

SECTION 23. WAIVER.

Failure of the parties to insist upon strict performance of any of the covenants, terms,
provisions, or conditions of this Agreement or to exercise any right or option herein contained,
shall not be construed as a waiver or a relinquishment for the future of any such covenant, term,
provision, or condition, or right of election, but same shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 24. NOTICE.

The parties hereto agree and understand that written notice, mailed or delivered to the last
known mailing address, shall constitute sufficient notice to the COUNTY and the
CONTRACTOR. All notices required and/or made pursuant to this Agreement to be given to the
COUNTY and the CONTRACTOR shall be in writing and given by way of the United States
Postal Service, first class mail, postage prepaid, addressed to the following addresses of record:

COUNTY: Highlands County
Attention: County Administrator
600 South Commerce Avenue
Sebring, Florida 33870

Copy to: Highlands County
Attention: County Attorney
600 South Commerce Avenue
Sebring, Florida 33870
ssutphen(@roperpa.com
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CONTRACTOR: Sonny’s Lawn Care
5322 Lakewood Rd.
Sebring, Florida, 33870
Sonnywhidden@yahoo.com

SECTION 25. MODIFICATION.

The covenants, terms, and provisions of this Agreement may be modified by way of a
written instrument, mutually accepted by the parties hereto. In the event of a conflict between the
covenants, terms, and/or provisions of this Agreement and any written Amendment(s) hereto, the
provisions of the latest executed instrument shall take precedence.

SECTION 26. HEADINGS.

All headings of the sections, exhibits, and attachments contained in this Agreement are
for the purpose of convenience only and shall not be deemed to expand, limit, or change the
provisions contained in such sections, exhibits, and attachments.

SECTION 27. ADMINISTRATIVE DOCUMENTATION CONFLICT.

In the event the COUNTY issues a purchase order, memorandum, letter, or any other
instrument addressing the services, work, and materials to be provided and performed pursuant
to this Agreement, it is hereby specifically agreed and understood that any such purchase order,
memorandum, letter, or other instrument is for the COUNTY’s internal purposes only, and any
and all terms, provisions, and conditions contained therein, whether printed or written, shall in no
way modify the covenants, terms, and provisions of this Agreement and shall have no force or
effect thereon. Likewise, any invoice or other instrument issued by the CONTRACTOR shall in
no way modify the covenants, terms and provisions of this Agreement and shall have no force or
effect thereon.

SECTION 28. CONFLICT OF INTEREST.

The CONTRACTOR warrants that the CONTRACTOR has not employed or retained
any company or person, other than a bona fide employee working solely for the
CONTRACTOR, to solicit or secure this Agreement, and that the CONTRACTOR has not paid
or agreed to pay any person, company, corporation, individual, or firm any fee, commission,
percentage, gift, or any other consideration, contingent upon or resulting from the award or
making of this Agreement. For the breach or violation of this Paragraph, the COUNTY shall
have the right to terminate this Agreement immediately, without liability and without regard to
the notice requirements set forth herein.

SECTION 29. PUBLIC ENTITY CRIMES.

As required by section 287.133, Florida Statutes, the CONTRACTOR warrants that it is
not on the convicted contractor list for a public entity crime committed within the past thirty-six
(36) months. The CONTRACTOR further warrants that it will neither utilize the services of, nor
contract with, any supplier, sub-contractor, or consultant in connection with this Agreement for a
period of thirty-six (36) months from the date of being placed on the convicted contractor list.

SECTION 30. JOINT AUTHORSHIP.
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This Agreement shall be construed as resulting from joint negotiation and authorship. No
part of this Agreement shall be construed as the product of any one of the parties hereto.

SECTION 31. EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.

The CONTRACTOR is an Equal Opportunity Employer and will comply with all equal
opportunity employment laws. The CONTRACTOR will further ensure that all sub-contractors
it utilizes in providing the services required hereunder will comply with all equal opportunity
employment laws.

SECTION 32. AUDITING, RECORDS, AND INSPECTION.

In the performance of this Agreement, the CONTRACTOR shall keep books, records,
and accounts of all activities, related to the Agreement, in compliance with generally accepted
accounting procedures. Throughout the term of this Agreement, books, records, and accounts
related to the performance of this Agreement shall be open to inspection during regular business
hours by an authorized representative of the COUNTY and shall be retained by the
CONTRACTOR, for a period of five (5) years after termination or completion of the Agreement
or until the full COUNTY audit is complete, whichever comes first. The COUNTY shall retain
the right to audit the books during the Five (5) year retention period. All books, records, and
accounts related to the performance of this Agreement shall be subject to the applicable
provisions of the Florida Public Records Act, chapter 119, Florida Statutes. The COUNTY also
has the right to conduct an audit within sixty (60) days from the effective date of this Agreement
to determine whether the CONTRACTOR has the ability to fulfill its contractual obligations to
the satisfaction of the COUNTY. The COUNTY has the right to terminate this Agreement based
upon the findings in this audit without regard to any notice requirement for termination.

SECTION 33. SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY.

The COUNTY expressly retains all rights, benefits and immunities of sovereign
immunity in accordance with Section 768.28, Florida Statutes. Notwithstanding anything set
forth in any section, article or paragraph of this Agreement to the contrary, nothing in this
Agreement shall be deemed as a waiver of sovereign immunity or limits of liability which may
have been adopted by the Florida Legislature or may be adopted by the Florida Legislature, and
the cap on the amount and liability of the COUNTY for damages, attorney fees and costs,
regardless of the number or nature of claims in tort, equity or contract, shall not exceed the dollar
amount set by the Florida Legislature for tort. Nothing in this Agreement shall inure to the
benefit of any third party for the purpose of allowing any claim against the COUNTY which
would otherwise be barred under the Doctrine of Sovereign Immunity or operation of law. This
section shall not limit any remedies as specifically contained in this Agreement.

SECTION 34. EMPLOYMENT ELIGIBILITY VERIFICATION (E-VERIFY).
Pursuant to Florida Statutes, Section 448.095, the CONTRACTOR shall be registered
with and utilize the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s E-Verify system to verify the
employment eligibility status of all employees performing work under this Agreement as well as
all newly hired employees. In addition, the CONTRACTOR shall require any and all
subcontractors performing work in accordance with this Agreement to register with and utilize
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s E-Verify system to verify the employment
eligibility status of all employees performing work under this Agreement as well as all newly
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hired employees. Any such subcontractor shall provide an affidavit to the CONTRACTOR
stating that the subcontractor does not employ, contract with or subcontract with any ineligible
individuals and the CONTRACTOR must keep a copy of said affidavit for the duration of this
Agreement. Violation of this section is subject to immediate termination of this Agreement by
the COUNTY without regard to any notice otherwise required herein. In the event the COUNTY
incurs costs as a result of the CONTRACTOR’S breach of this provision, any and all such costs
shall be paid by the CONTRACTOR immediately upon receipt of notice of the same from the
COUNTY. Information on registration for and use of the E-Verify Program may be obtained at
the Department of Homeland Security website: http://www.dhs.gov/E-Verify.

SECTION 35§. USE OF COUNTY NAME, LOGO, SEAL, FLAG AND/OR
LETTERHEAD.

The CONTRACTOR may only use the COUNTY’S name, logo, seal and/or flag with the
express written permission of the COUNTY and consistent with any COUNTY policy related to
the same. In addition, the CONTRACTOR shall not use the COUNTY’S letterhead, or any
attempted rendition thereof, for issuing any correspondence related to this Agreement without
the express written permission of the COUNTY.

SECTION 36. ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES.

This Agreement may be executed in multiple counterparts, each one of which shall be
deemed an original, but all of which together shall constitute the same Agreement. Electronic
signatures shall be valid and sufficient to bind any party to this Agreement. Signatures to this
Agreement transmitted by facsimile, email or other electronic transmission (for example, through
the use of a Portable Document Format or “pdf” file) shall be valid and effective to bind the
party so signing. All such signatures will be deemed to be original signatures for all purposes.

SECTION 37. ATTACHMENTS

The Contractor hereby certifies and acknowledges the truthfulness and accuracy of any
and all attachments submitted to Highlands County as part of the Contractor’s response to
Highlands County’s for solicitation ITB 23-035. All such attachments are hereby ratified and if
the Contractor knowingly submitting such attachments to Highlands County with false or
incorrect information such submittal shall be deemed a material breach of this Agreement for
which automatic termination without notice shall be justified. Any such termination shall be in
addition to any and all other remedies available to the County.

[Signatures on Following Page]

Page 11 of 16

14



Gt

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, the parties hereto, by their duly authorized representatives,
have executed this Agreement effective the day of , 2023.

HIGHLANDS COUNTY

Chris Campbell, Chairman

ATTEST:

Jerome Kaszubowski, Clerk

CONTRACTOR

B ‘ /Z/
Print: Le /Qn/pk_) Au'(.% W

Title: @(4 N N

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTYOF FL

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me by means of [fl{hysical presence
or [ ] online notarization of Sonny Whidden, as owner, of Sonny’s Lawn Care LLC., who
personally swore or affirmed that he/she is authorized to execute this Agreement and thereby
bind the Contractor, and who 1is personally known to me or who produced

FL L. as identification, and who did/did not take an oath

this 4 dayof Q(XOney 2023

(stamp)

KRISTINA M, FYFR
&2 Notary Public

= State of Florida
iz~ Comm#t HH416786
Expires 6/29/2027
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5.4.1

Exhibit “A”
Scope of Services
5.1. MOWING:
5.1.1. Lawncare to be completed every week during April through September AND

5.1.2.
5.1.3.
5.1.4.

5.1.6.

every other week during October through March.
Mowing at a height 3.5 to 4 inches and trimmed to coincide with mowing;

Total of approximately 23 acres of mowing area.

Weed eating and/or edging around fencing, signs, concrete areas, sidewalks,
parking area, playground and dock area to trim or remove vegetation to be
aesthetically pleasing.

Blow off all concrete, sidewalks (walking areas) and roadways; remove
vegetation growing between two concrete areas within mowing locations, i.e.,
sidewalks, etc.

Placid Lakes Community Center, Tobler Memorial Park and Lake August Boat
Ramp areas have white fence posts marking boundaries. Lawnmower tires must
not make contact with these white posts. If you do accidentally mark the posts,
they must be cleaned after the mowing.

5.2. TRIMMING/WEEDING:

5.2.1.

5.2.2.
5.2.3.

Remove weeds in the Flower Beds and trim all hedges and shrubs at least twice
a month; ensure there are at least 14 days between each service; Note “trim
service” on invoice.

Trim hedges and shrubbery to be aesthetically pleasing.

Trim tree branches so there is an 8-foot clearance over walking areas and a 10-
foot clearance over driving and parking areas and so that the branches are not
touching or leaning on any fences, buildings or extend into a sidewalk area. Trim
branches and hedges so that there is a 2-foot clearance around signs.

5.2.4. Pick up and haul away any debris and trash, including behind Pavilion #1 at
Tobler Park.
5.3. FERTILIZE:
5.3.1. Fertilizing to be completed December, March, June, and September (include

5.3.2.

date(s) of service on invoice).
Fertilize all areas with appropriate fertilizer for the application to maintain healthy
lush foliage and grass.

5.4. IRRIGATION INSPECTION & SERVICES:

Irrigation Inspection to be conducted during the first service each month. Contact NAV
department immediately of any issues.

5.4.2 Replace sprinkler heads as needed. Should there be a small minor repair to sprinkler
mist head or screw-on head, the Contractor shall make the repairs at no additional expense to
the County.
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5.4.3 Should an irrigation system problem be a repair beyond the replacement of a
sprinkler head, NAV must be notified with an estimated cost to do the repair. Vendor shall send
photos, location, and complete description of issue.

5.4.4 Ensure pipe(s) in ditch in front of Lake August Boat Ramp are free from debris including
grass.

5.45 Monthly inspection covers time clock check and property check for watering

irregularities.

5.4.6 Full operational start and check diagnostics. This includes a per zone check to
determine, time, coverage and/or missed functions according to the “Schedule of Monthly of
Services”. This will require the system be turned on for a period of time and a walk around to
inspect each sprinkler location to be sure they are functioning properly.

5.4.7. All irrigation systems must be in full accordance with the irrigation times established by
the Southwest Florida Water Management District and/or Highlands County if a greater
restriction is required.

7.0 LOCATIONS:

7.1. Community Center (2010 Placid Lakes Boulevard)

Zones Number of Irrigation Heads, Etc.
Approximately 40 Rotors around building
Front Street south of building - 7 rotors
Back street - 7 rotors

Rotors and some 180-degree heads
Back yard - 7 rotors

Front - 6 rotors plus misters in flower bed
8 rotors

NO R WON-

Total Zones: 7

There are approximately 89 plus those that need very little work. Be sure
heads are NOT spraying on building.

7.2. Island Parkway (Placid Lakes Boulevard Entrance)

1 24 heads Rotors including front flower bed.
Total Zones: 3

7.3. Washington Boulevard (South entrance - Placid Lakes)
1 16 fixed area spray (majority) - North end
2 29 including flower bed.
Total Zones: 2
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7.4. Tobler Park (501 Catfish Creek Rd)

1 9 Rotors
2 9 Rotors
3 9 Rotors
4 9 Rotors
5 9 Rotors

Total Zones: 5
Total of approximately 45 Hunter rotors

PROJECT MANAGEMENT CONTACT: The County must be notified of any hazard, irrigation
problem, dead plants or if the park is not able to be serviced.
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2. PRICING: Provide an all-inclusive
items below to be considered resp

Exhibit “B”
Compensation

price for each line item. Must provide a quote for ALL

onsive.

Sorvice Number of CostPor | Annual Price

; » ; Services (est.) | Service (s':g'l'::; ;{ml s
rI\::i<:1v‘\;|rn:;g‘l)r:‘ligsit|on Inspection & 38 " q D ©0 $ 2 2' 420 oo
Trimming/Weeding 26 400°°|% 0, Hoo 20
Fertilize 4 100 0© $ L4 06 00
Total Base Quote (written numerically) $ 35, 220 'oo

Total Base Quote (written in word) '

o d

Alternate: Must be authorized in writing and invoiced on a monthly basis. May be utilized on
an as needed basis for repairs outside the scope of work.

Service 3 Hourly Rate
Repair/Additional Services g oo
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HIGHLANDS COUNTY
COUNTY COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM

DATE OF ACTION REQUEST: October 17,2023

PRESENTER:

SUBJECT/TITLE: Request approval of the minutes from the July 18, 2023 Meeting of the Special
Districts.

RECOMMENDED ACTION

Move approval of the minutes from the July 18, 2023 Meeting of the Special Districts.

Attachments: 071823SPC.pdf

20


https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2210926/071823SPC.pdf

BOOK 3 PAGE 13

MEETING OF THE SPECIAL DISTRICTS, JULY 18, 2023

1. The meeting was called to order at 11:29 a.m., in the Highlands County Board of County Commission
Chambers at 600 S. Commerce Ave., Sebring, Florida, with the following members present:

Commissioner Chris Campbell Commissioner Arlene Tuck
Commissioner Kevin J. Roberts Commissioner Don Elwell
Commissioner Scott A. Kirouac

Also, present: Laurie Hurner, County Administrator; Nick Sawyer, Deputy County Administrator/Chief of Staff;
Sherry G. Sutphen, County Attorney; Jerome Kaszubowski, Clerk of Courts; and Jill Ann Shields, Deputy Clerk.

2.  PRESENTATIONS
No presentations.

3.  PUBLIC COMMENT
Beth Degnan came before the Commission to express her concerns regarding the monitoring of the clubhouse in
her subdivision, Highlands Park Estates.

The County Administrator addressed Ms. Degnan’s concemns.

4. CONSENT AGENDA
No consent items.

5.  PUBLIC HEARING
No public hearings.

6. ACTION AGENDA
No action items.

7. ADJOURN
Commissioner Elwell moved to adjourn the Meeting of the Special Districts. Commissioner Kirouac seconded the
motion.

Chairman Campbell called for those in favor. The ayes have it and the motion is carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:33 a.m.

071823SPC
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