
HIGHLANDS COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Tuesday, July 02, 2024

9:15 AM
600 S. Commerce Ave. Sebring, FL 33870

AGENDA

1 ADDENDUM TO THE REGULAR AGENDA OF THE HIGHLANDS COUNTY BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

2 REGULAR SESSION BEGINS AT 9:00 A.M. 

3 PUBLIC HEARING 
3.A Request adoption of ordinance 23-24-34, amending Highlands County Ordinance

23-24-22, pertaining to the implementation of a temporary moratorium on the
acceptance, processing and/or consideration of any petition, application or request for
development order, of any type, including but not limited to a zoning change or
comprehensive plan amendment, related to mobile home subdivisions, mobile home
parks, any subdivision which allows mobile homes and/or includes mobile home
standards.
Sherry G. Sutphen, County Attorney
Cynthia Kramer, Planning and Zoning Manager 
There is no fiscal impact. 
ORDINANCE 23-24-34 MH Moratorium_EXTENSION.SGS.docx
Ord 23-24-34 aff.pdf

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2717262/ORDINANCE_23-24-34_MH_Moratorium_EXTENSION.SGS.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2718317/Ord_23-24-34_aff.pdf


HIGHLANDS COUNTY
COUNTY COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM

DATE OF ACTION REQUEST:   July 2, 2024

PRESENTER: Sherry G. Sutphen, County Attorney
Cynthia Kramer, Planning and Zoning Manager

SUBJECT/TITLE: Request adoption of ordinance 23-24-34, amending Highlands County Ordinance
23-24-22, pertaining to the implementation of a temporary moratorium on the
acceptance, processing and/or consideration of any petition, application or
request for development order, of any type, including but not limited to a zoning
change or comprehensive plan amendment, related to mobile home subdivisions,
mobile home parks, any subdivision which allows mobile homes and/or includes
mobile home standards.

STATEMENT OF ISSUE

At the Regular Board Meeting held on June 18, 2024, the Board voted 5-0 to direct the County Attorney and County
Administrator to draft the appropriate mechanism to extend the temporary moratorium on mobile home development
which is set to expire on July 1, 2024. The focus group of County staff members designated to work on the new mobile
home regulations worked diligently to make proposed revisions to the County’s Code within the time frames provided in
Ordinance 23-24-22; however, because additional time was requested by the County Planning & Zoning Commission
in order for County staff to receive additional input from affected community members, an extension of the temporary
moratorium will be necessary in order to adequately meet the goals and objectives of the County with respect to its
mobile home standards and regulations.

The proposed Ordinance sets forth an extension of the temporary moratorium retroactively from July 1, 2024, through
and including September 30, 2024. A notice of public hearing for consideration of Ordinance 23-24-34, was published
on the 21 day of June 2024, in the Highlands News-Sun.

RECOMMENDED ACTION

Move to adopt ordinance 23-24-34, Amending Highlands County Ordinance 23-24-22, to allow for an
extension of the temporary moratorium on the acceptance, processing and/or consideration of any petition,
application or request for development order, of any type, including but not limited to a zoning change or
comprehensive plan amendment, related to mobile home subdivisions, mobile home parks, any subdivision
which allows mobile homes and/or includes mobile home standards.

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no fiscal impact. 

Attachments: ORDINANCE 23-24-34 MH Moratorium_EXTENSION.SGS.docx
Ord 23-24-34 aff.pdf

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2717262/ORDINANCE_23-24-34_MH_Moratorium_EXTENSION.SGS.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2718317/Ord_23-24-34_aff.pdf
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ORDINANCE NO. 23-24-34

AN ORDINANCE OF HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
AMENDING HIGHLANDS COUNTY ORDINANCE 23-24-22, 
PERTAINING TO THE TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON 
THE ACCEPTANCE, PROCESSING AND/OR 
CONSIDERATION OF ANY PETITION, APPLICATION OR 
REQUEST FOR DEVELOPMENT ORDER, OF ANY TYPE, 
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO A ZONING CHANGE OR 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT, RELATED TO 
MOBILE HOME SUBDIVISIONS, MOBILE HOME PARKS, 
ANY SUBDIVISION WHICH ALLOWS MOBILE HOMES 
AND/OR INCLUDES MOBILE HOME STANDARDS; 
PROVIDING FOR LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND INTENT;  
PROVIDING FOR AMENDMENT TO HIGHLANDS COUNTY 
ORDINANCE 23-24-22, SECTION 2,  EXTENDING
TEMPORARY MORATORIUM; PROVIDING FOR THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS; 
PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR NON-
CODIFICATION AND SCRIVENER'S ERRORS;  PROVIDING 
FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Highlands County, as provided in the Florida Constitution, Article VIII, 
Section 1(f) and Florida Statutes, Chapters 163 and 125, enjoys police power, land development 
and zoning authority, and the governmental and proprietary powers necessary to conduct county 
government and perform county functions, and the County may exercise any power for county 
purposes, except as expressly prohibited by law; and

WHEREAS, Highlands County has enacted land development regulations in the interest 
of the health, safety and welfare of its citizens, visitors and business residents; and 

WHEREAS, the County’s Code of Ordinances (“Code”) contains various regulations 
related to mobile home standards, mobile home subdivisions, mobile home parks and residential 
subdivisions which allow for mobile homes; and 

WHEREAS, on February 20, 2024, the County adopted Ordinance 23-24-22, imposing a 
temporary moratorium, with certain exemptions, on the acceptance, processing and/or 
consideration of any petition, application or request for development order, of any type, including 
but not limited to a zoning change or comprehensive plan amendment, related to mobile home 
subdivisions, mobile home parks, any subdivision which allows mobile homes and/or includes 
mobile home standards; and

WHEREAS, with the temporary moratorium set to expire on July 1, 2024, a focus group 
of County staff members worked diligently to make proposed revisions to the County’s Code 
related to mobile home standards, mobile home subdivisions, mobile home parks and residential 
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subdivisions which allow for mobile homes; however, because additional time was requested by 
the County Planning & Zoning Commission in order for County staff to receive additional input 
from affected community members, an extension of the temporary moratorium in necessary in 
order to adequately meet the goals and objectives of the County with respect to its mobile home 
standards and regulations; and

WHEREAS, the County is still committed to promulgating County land development and 
other regulations which include more clearly stated guidelines for mobile home development 
standards, mobile home subdivisions, mobile home parks and residential subdivisions which allow 
for mobile homes; and

WHEREAS, after conducting a public hearing, Highlands County finds that the extension 
of the temporary moratorium serves a legitimate public purpose, is reasonable in time and is in 
the best interest of the health, safety and welfare of the citizens, visitors and business residents of 
Highlands County.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA,
after due notice and public hearing, that:

SECTION 1.  LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND INTENT. Highlands County has 
complied with all requirements and procedures of the Florida law in processing this Ordinance. 
The above recitals are hereby adopted.

SECTION 2. AMENDING HIGHLANDS COUNTY ORDINANCE 23-24-22, 
SECTION 2, EXTENDING TEMPORARY MORATORIUM.  Highlands County Ordinance 
23-24-22, Section 2 is hereby amended as follows:

A. The temporary moratorium on the acceptance, processing and/or consideration of 
any petition, application or request for development order, of any type, including but not limited 
to a zoning change or comprehensive plan amendment, related to mobile home subdivisions, 
mobile home parks, any subdivision which allows mobile homes and/or includes mobile home 
standards is hereby EXTENDED retroactively from July 1, 2024, through and including 
September 30, 2024.  This temporary moratorium extension shall automatically terminate and 
have no further force and/or effect on October 1, 2024, unless lifted sooner through repeal of 
Ordinance 23-24-22, and this Ordinance 23-24-34. 

B. This temporary moratorium may be extended in the best interest of the County, so 
long as the necessary public hearings are conducted, and findings made that the issues giving rise 
to the need for the temporary moratorium established herein continue to exist and that reasonable 
progress is being made in the carrying out of a specific and prompt plan for corrective legislative 
action.

C. All remaining portions of Ordinance 23-24-22, not changed hereby, shall remain 
in full force and effect.

SECTION 3. IMPLEMENTING ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS. The County 
Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to take such actions as are deemed necessary and 
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appropriate in order to implement the provisions of this Ordinance.  The County Administrator 
may, as deemed appropriate, necessary and convenient, delegate the powers of implementation as 
herein set forth to such County employees as deemed effectual and prudent.

SECTION 4. SAVINGS CLAUSE. All prior actions of the of Highlands County, 
pertaining to the extension of the temporary moratorium as set forth herein, as well as any and all 
matters relating thereto, are hereby ratified and affirmed consistent with the provisions of this 
Ordinance.

SECTION 5. NON-CODIFICATION AND SCRIVENER’S ERRORS. The 
provisions of this Ordinance shall not be codified in the Highlands County Code of Ordinances.  
Typographical errors and other matters of a similar nature that do not affect the intent of this 
Ordinance, as determined by the County Administrator and County Attorney, may be corrected.

SECTION 6. CONFLICTS. Any ordinance or part thereof in conflict with this 
Ordinance or any part hereof is hereby repealed to the extent of the conflict.

SECTION 7. SEVERABILITY. The divisions, sections, subsections, paragraphs, 
sentences, clauses and phrases of this ordinance are severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, 
paragraph, subsection, section, or divisions of this ordinance shall be declared invalid, 
unconstitutional or unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of a court of competent 
jurisdiction, such invalidity, unconstitutionality or unenforceability shall not affect any of the 
remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, subsections, sections, and divisions of this 
ordinance.

SECTION 8. EFFECTIVE DATE.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon 
filing with the Department of State.

DONE AND ADOPTED this 2nd day of July 2024.

HIGHLANDS COUNTY, FLORIDA

By:
Kevin Roberts, Chairperson

ATTEST:

By:
Jerome Kaszubowski, Clerk



AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION 

Highlands News Sun 
Published Daily 

Sebring, Highlands County, Florida 

Case No. County Ordinance No. 23-24-34 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF HIGHLANDS 

Before the undersigned authority, Janet Emerson, personally appeared who on oath 
says that she is the Classified Advertising Legal Clerk of Highlands News Sun, a 
newspaper published at Sebring in Highlands County, Florida; that the attached 
copy or reprint of the advertisement, to the right, being a Public Notice, was 
published in said newspaper by print in the issues of or by publication on the 
newspaper's website, if authorized, on: 

June 21, 2024 

Affiant further says that the Highlands News Sun newspaper complies with all legal 
requirements for publication in chapter 50, Florida Statutes. 
SIGNED: 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 21st day of June 2024 by Janet Emerson, 
who is personally known to me. 

I 
Nancy Y Whirley, C er Service Supe 1s r, Notary Number: HH 293555 
Notary expires: July 26, 2026 

00028885 00159666 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS (HNS) 
600 S COMMERCE AVE 
SEBRING, FL 33871-1926 

NANCYY. WHIRLEY 
Notary Publlc 
Stitt of Florid• 
Comm# HH293555 
Expires 7/26/2026 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
TO CONSIDER COUNTY 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-24-34 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO 
WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

NOTICE is hereby given that :he 
Highlands Countf Board of County 
Comrrusioncrs will hold a public hear• 
ing to for the purp,;)St:l of considering 
enaclmenl o1 the lc .. ow:0g -0rtl1�a see 
o,· July 2, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. or as 
soun theH�atter a� poss,blP., ;'1 tt-e 
Co,.oty C0mmissioners' Boa•d Room 
ot the Government Center, 600 South 
Con:"Tlerce Aveue, Sebrir:i, f'ori::!a: 

ORDINANCE 23-24-34 

AN ORDINANCE OF HIGHLANDS 
COUNTY, FLORIDA. AMENDING 
HIGHLANDS COUNTY ORDIN­
ANCE 23-24-22, PERTAINING TO 
THE TEMPORARY MORATORIUM 
O N  THE ACCEPTANCE, PRO­
CESSING AND/OR CONSIDERA­
TION OF ANY PETITION, APPLICA­
TION OR REQUEST FDR DEVELOP­
MENT ORDER, OF ANY TYPE, IN­
CLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO A 
ZONING CHANGE OR COMPRE· 
HENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT, RE· 
LATED TO MOBILE HOME SUBDI· 
VISIONS, MOBILE HOME PARKS, 
ANY SUBDIVISION WHICH Al· 
LOWS MOBILE HOMES AND/OR 
INCLUDES MOBILE HOME STAND­
ARDS; PROVIDING FOR LEGISLAT­
IVE FINDINGS AND INTENT; 
PROVIDING FOR AMENDMENT TO 
HIGHLANDS COUNTY ORDIN­
ANCE 23-24-22, SECTION 2, EX­
T E N D I N G  T E M P O R A R Y  
MORATORIUM; PROVIDING FOR 
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF AD­
MINISTRATIVE ACTIONS; PROVID• 
ING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVID­
ING FOR NON-CODIFICATION AND 
SCRIVENER'S ERRORS; PROVID­
ING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILl-rY; AND PROVID­
ING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

A copy of the ordmance ts available 
for inspection ,n the olftce of the 
CoLJnty Administrator, 60() South 
Comrrarce Avc1Ue, Scbrin�. Florida 
33870. All inter(,sted persons ma, 
appear and he hearn at t:1e time a:·d 
place suec1:·:ed above. A:w p<:!rsrnl 
who m:ght wish to apµe<.11 ary de­
cisiori made by t!':e Board -of Cfr•.m�y 
Commissione•s of Hignlands County. 
Florida, i1 pub:ic hearing or meeting 
is hereby advised that they ._,n need a 
record ol the proceedi1gs. and lor 
suet, perpose, !hey may rceed :o en• 
su,e lhal a verbatim record of !he 
proce�d.11gs is made wrlich will in• 
elude lhe 1es-�imo:-.y ,.rid eviderice 
upon which such appeal is to be 
based. 

The Board of County Cc11missior,ers 
of Highlacds County, Florida, does not 
t'..asc,,mir.ate upon tht: basis of ar1y in 
crv:<fliars d1!::abillt; slaks. -;hi:; n(111 
d1scrnmnatory pol.cy mvo:ves every 
aspect of the Board's hmciions, n­
cluorng one's access to, partcp11tio;J, 
employmest or treatrr;ent ;, ,ts pro­
grams or activities. Anyone requiring 
reasonable acc.ommoJation as 
provided for in the Americar:s with 
Disabilities Act or Section 286.26, 
Florida Statutes. shoc.d cocrlacl 
s�rer..-i Bennclt, ADA Ccordi1a!or, al 
l8b3J 402-6509 (voice). 863,4D2· 
6508 (TTY), or via Florida Relay Ser­
vice 711, or by e-rcail: 
l\r.rr>�'\iWl!:@,ldl.ci;,w.a. Requesls for 
CART or interpreter services sl1ould 
be made at least 24 hours in ad· 
vance lo perm;t coordinat;on o� the 
�erv.r.e. 

BOARD Of COUNTY COMMISSIONEHS 
Of HIGHLANDS COUNTY. rLC,<:DA 

By: K�!vin J. Robc-irls, Ct· �irrn..in 
J:;ne ?I, 20?4 
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